
Worldview: How do we see the world? 
 

Worldview: How a specific group of people view their interaction with the world around 
them. This includes how they act with each other as well as interact with the land and other 
cultures. 
 

For thousands of years before the arrival of European settlers, the Mi’kmaq called themselves 
L’nu’k, which means “the people”. Their present name, Mi’kmaq means “my kin-friends”. 
Their descendants are still living in Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and parts of New 
Brunswick, Newfoundland and Quebec. Many Mi’kmaq also make their homes elsewhere in 
North America, particularly in Maine and Massachusetts. 
 
From the earliest times, the Native people had no sense of individual ownership of the land 
upon which they dwelt. To them is was truly a “commons” available for communal use. It 
couldn’t be divided, traded, or sold like other goods. Families and larger communal units 
occupied particular defined areas by tradition and tribal consensus within their national 
territory. The “land” wasn’t something separable from the totality of the environment. Thus, 
the had no concept of, and no need for, deeds of ownership and boundary surveys. If the 
natural landscape and its abundant resources belonged to anyone, it was to the Creator who 
had freely made it available for the use of the people he had placed upon the earth. Their 
greatest responsibility was to use it wisely, respectfully, and sparingly to sustain themselves, 
their family, tribe and future generations. The Europeans had a very different view of land 
ownership. Individuals could own defined tracts of land under the ultimate authority of the 
Crown. The settlers and their governments concluded that since the Native people roamed 
the landscape and hadn’t engaged in actively working specific tracts of land, they didn’t own 
it. It was, therefore, available for anyone to claim, settle and develop.1 
 
The Mi’kmaq’s first contact with Europeans did not surprise them or alter their worldview. A 
legend in which one of their spiritual beings traveled across the Atlantic to “discover” Europe 
taught that blue-eyed people would arrive from the east to disrupt their lives. Mi’kmaq people 
also knew the story of a woman who had a vision of an island floating toward their lands. 
The Mi’kmaq were not startled by the appearance of early explorers in sailing ships. Instead, 
they greeted the newcomers, set up a brisk trade with them, and looked forward to 
incorporating the strangers’ new technologies into their own culture. 
 
The [Native] concept of land ownership is certainly not inconsistent with the idea of sharing 
with an alien people. Once the [Native people] recognized them as human beings, they 
gladly shared with them. They shared with Europeans in the same way they shared with the 
animals and other people. However, sharing here cannot be interpreted as meaning the 
Europeans got the same rights as any other native person, because the Europeans were not 
descendants of the original grantees, nor were they party to the original social contract. Also, 
sharing cannot be interpreted as meaning that one is giving up his rights for eternity.2  
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So why did Europeans explore the world during the Age of Exploration? Many different 
European countries paid for explorations for many different reasons. Some of the reasons 
that they explored were: 

• To find a sea route to the spices of Asia 
• To find gold, silver, and precious stones 
• To expand their knowledge of the world 

• To control a larger empire 
• To expand Christianity 
• To find animal furs 

 
Europe in the 15th century was dominated by kingdoms and developing nation-states. The 
desire for land and trade created competition which often led to warfare. The Protestant 
Reformation further divided Europe on religious grounds. 
 
Since the 11th century, the Crusades created a demand in Europe for goods from Asia. When 
Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Empire in 1453 the only overland trade route to Asia was 
closed to the Europeans. The Italian city-states of Venice and Genoa emerged as centers of 
trade with Asia through the Mediterranean Sea. The dominance of Venice and Genoa soon 
made the two cities very rich. The new wealth was used to create navies that were able to 
close the Mediterranean to all ships that refused to pay tribute. The actions of Venice and 
Genoa drove prices for Asian goods up and created a shortage of these goods in Europe.  
 


